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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
FRESNO MET 2009 EXHIBITION SCHEDULE ANNOUNCED
MARK YOUR CALENDARS
FRESNO, Calif.:  2009 is sure to be a banner year for the Fresno Metropolitan Museum.  As if celebrating the 25th anniversary of its original opening this spring isn’t enough, the year’s exhibition schedule is packed with something for everyone.

Currently on view are selections from the Permanent Collection through February 1, Feathered Dinosaurs and the Origin of Flight through March 1, and Nature’s Numbers which departs on April 26.
The complete upcoming schedule is as follows:

Anna Richards Brewster: American Impressionist, March 28 – June 14, 2009

This innovative and comprehensive exhibition encompasses Anna Richards Brewster’s (1870 – 1952) works in oil, watercolor, gouache, and pen designs for book-illustration. It brings together paintings and prints from private and public collections to resurrect the reputation of an artist who was one of the best-known American woman artists at the turn of the century.  The exhibition seeks to demonstrate Anna Richards Brewster’s historical context and her role as a successful artist at the beginning of the twentieth century, a time when women were just starting to break into the professional and academic spheres of the art world. 

The Dutch Italianates: 17th Century Masterpieces from Dulwich Picture Gallery, London, April 11 – June 21, 2009
The Dulwich Picture Gallery, England's oldest public art gallery, is lending for the first time 40 influential paintings by the famed masters of the Dutch Italianate style. Including masterpieces by Aelbert Cuyp, Nicolaes Berchem, Karel Dujardin, Philips Wouwermans and Adam Pynacker, this exhibition features works dating from the 1600s to the 1700s and offers an exceptional opportunity for audiences to view paintings from this world class collection. 
Brain Teasers II, May 23, 2009 – January 10, 2010

Joining the collection of learning fun in the Reeves Family ASK Science Center is Brain Teasers II.  This exhibition is designed to sharpen problem-solving skills and provide plenty of fun. Brain twisters include unraveling mathematical conundrums, separating linked objects and then reassembling them, arranging geometric shapes to form new ones, and much more. To solve these puzzles, visitors must use creative thinking and problem solving strategies such as looking for patterns, thinking ahead, setting aside preconceived ideas, and looking at problems from different perspectives. 

I Want Candy: The Sweet Stuff in American Art, June 26 – August 30, 2009
I Want Candy examines America’s love affair with sweets. This exhibition consists of 54 works of many media types, providing a social commentary on candy and its effect on our culture and our lives.

Bob the Builder™ - Project: Build It, June 28 – September 20, 2009

This summer, Bob the Builder and his can-do crew invite aspiring builders and their families to help get the job done.  Bob the Builder™ – Project: Build It will replicate elements from Bob the Builder’s world in Sunflower Valley, inviting exploration, inspiring teamwork and bringing “eco-friendly” building themes to life for children and families.

-- more –

Chagall for Children, September 18, 2009 – January 3, 2010
Chagall for Children focuses on the works of renowned artist Marc Chagall. This pioneering exhibit is a unique approach to 
introducing children to art through the life and work of a master artist, helping children and adults alike develop a greater 
understanding and appreciation of all forms of artistic expression. Each component features one of Chagall’s works with an accompanying hands-on activity in a variety of media that encourages the visitor to explore and work with specific art principals such as color, composition, light and texture. 

Gather Up the Fragments: The Andrews Shaker Collection, October 17, 2009 – January 10, 2010
Faith and Edward Deming Andrews were among the first to recognize the unique contributions of the Shakers to American culture. Rare items, including many never before exhibited, will showcase the depth of the Andrews Collection. From the 1920s through the 1960s, the Andrews actively pursued Shaker objects, collecting mainly from the Shakers themselves. These collections, consisting of Shaker manuscripts, printed works, visual art, furniture, textiles, and craft, comprise the most comprehensive collection of Shaker materials ever assembled.
About the Fresno Metropolitan Museum:
The Fresno Metropolitan Museum, a Smithsonian Institution Affiliate and AAM accredited museum, is a 501c(3) non-profit organization devoted to the preservation and promotion of art and science programs in the San Joaquin Valley.  The Met hosts and develops educational and culturally enriching programs, exhibitions and events throughout the year.  The Met's historic home in The Fresno Bee Building reopened following renovation on November 13, 2008.  For more information on upcoming exhibitions and special events at the Met, please visit the Museum's website at www.fresnomet.org.
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