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Sierra Bancorp Reports Strong Risk Based Capital Ratio
PORTERVILLE, CA –– Sierra Bancorp (Nasdaq:BSRR), holding company for Bank of the Sierra, had a total risk-based capital ratio ranking in the top 15% of all California banks with assets between $500 million and $2.5 billion. The ranking is based on relative ratios as of September 30, 2009. Furthermore, Sierra Bancorp had the strongest ratio of all banks of that asset size in the San Joaquin Valley. Nationally, Sierra Bancorp was in the top 20% relative to other financial institutions in the same size range.

Jim Holly, Bank of the Sierra President and CEO, commented that "in an age of concern with safety and security, this ranking is an important measure of financial strength, and should be of interest to our customers, shareholders, and employees, among others.”  
The Risk Based Capital Ratio is calculated by dividing the company’s total risk-based capital by risk-adjusted assets. Bank of the Sierra’s ratio was over 16% at September 30, 2009.   

About Sierra Bancorp

Sierra Bancorp is the holding company for Bank of the Sierra (www.bankofthesierra.com), which is in its 32nd year of operations and is the largest independent bank headquartered in the South San Joaquin Valley.  The Company has $1.3 billion in total assets with 24 branch offices, an agricultural credit center, an SBA center, an online “virtual” branch, and over 400 employees.  .
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