      

Downtown Revitalization
Fulton Mall Event Planning to Enter Next Phase

The Downtown and Community Revitalization Department was thrilled with the results of two new festivals in May and June.  On May 29-30, the Fulton Mall saw the first annual Fulton RevFest, a motorcycle parade and show with terrific live music and a great family-friendly atmosphere.  The next weekend, June 5-6, was Fresno HyeFest 2009, a lively and delicious celebration of Armenian food and culture.

 

Both events drew an estimated 4,000 people or more over two days.  These two events were the Department's first steps toward what will become a year-long season of weekend festivals that celebrate our cultural diversity and Valley heritage.

 

For More, Click Here <http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1102640874635&s=1260&e=001YZgt-njjU405dzNiUWGIbpbuYs8jjFjjvWgD3FlylCK8IM3Zkf3w-M95Qv4CQ7eIcunQTp2l7QRvu8Yq3PLPtx2uzg0b0MBjfMkZBQFs_XhzBue64XaAagLHZyM6RJLWezTjrqXnhnXQhqSWSYv0eTxTzjFY36E796Y7Tulqna7UVYtU8SZtJOyPlla7ZDXHMaEET_nUyrNf> 
Next DRUM Meeting On July 22

The Downtown and Community Revitalization will hold the second quarterly Downtown Revitalization Update Meeting (DRUM) on Wednesday, July 22, at 5:30 at Milano Restaurant on the Fulton Mall.  Come hear about the status of the City Downtown revitalization team's projects, and make your voice heard about next steps.  The DRUM is a laid-back, free-flowing dialogue where all questions, ideas, and complaints are welcome!

For More, Click Here <http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1102640874635&s=1260&e=001YZgt-njjU43bSO6ogj-iXvffsJtJUoE_85uPS3X0AGhOIrdLlGhI-E-IvKPt4Lt6x_BK1oTGl8dbKHFKc-NQmnqejrl32lldbPuJcUD56TS7v0dvob6izPRwDn26lmwHSZwRBy8tFapjjJgxCtbj6bIahpRmESddvIaGiOMZkhMfEhvs-1mzRB0PZRTP9JBu2UntiMHZQUYQ>
Film, Entertainment,  Tourism   

Filming in Fresno..."We're Number ??"

In a recent issue of "MovieMaker," a film industry magazine, they published their ninth annual list of Best U S Cities for Independent Filmmaking.  According to "MM" their Top 30 cities offered 'the perfect combination of employment opportunities, reasonable costs of living, strong quality of life, affordable home prices, and financial incentives.' Most of the Top 10 cities were established major film hubs like Chicago, New York, Atlanta, and Boston.  Noticeably absent from the list was Los Angeles/Hollywood!  

For More, Click Here <http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1102640874635&s=1260&e=001YZgt-njjU43bSO6ogj-iXvffsJtJUoE_85uPS3X0AGhOIrdLlGhI-E-IvKPt4Lt6x_BK1oTGl8dbKHFKc-NQmnqejrl32lldbPuJcUD56TS7v0dvob6izPRwDn26lmwHSZwRBy8tFapjjJgxCtbj6bIahpRmESddvIaGiOMZkhMfEhvs-1mzRB0PZRTP9JBu2UntiMHZQUYQ>
 
Local Business Initatives   

Have you considered Banking Local?

Last week Mayor Ashley Swearengin and the Local Business Initiatives team met with a group of CEO's from locally owned Community banks in the Sky Room at the Holiday Inn Downtown. Aside from enjoying the view, the group discussed a number of issues that affect our local business community and local residents alike. The issues discussed included the Community Reinvestment Act, the effects of banking locally, strategies to communicate to the public why banking and investing locally is crucial to the health of our local economy and ways to get more locally owned businesses to take advantage of the tax credits through the City's incentive zone programs. 

 

For More, Click Here <http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1102640874635&s=1260&e=001YZgt-njjU40OE36FDywODMiiiqu6zGlaY_RnY1dKsR_YEn0uIUhVVe_ntjbVwH7wYWnJFgbsTsoEA2F8F_qMoILTTKpVjdVebkFyFE7QfoKCnR1AZEPbDZy9l3d12XWziKrRPC0Y56DR0DLnI534ZUAp7KS6HaqdN-hZ1i7Qrfa3HWsZAqmh0ATwwHq5NtD4EQZ2DzZd0DBk> 
Taking our Local Business Initiatives to another level

In a concentrated effort to stay in tune with the concerns of local business owners, the Downtown and Community Revitalization Department has organized ongoing meetings with groups of business owners located within various city neighborhoods, including the South Stadium area, the Lowell neighborhood, and the Chinatown District.

 

For More, Click Here <http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1102640874635&s=1260&e=001YZgt-njjU43bSO6ogj-iXvffsJtJUoE_85uPS3X0AGhOIrdLlGhI-E-IvKPt4Lt6x_BK1oTGl8dbKHFKc-NQmnqejrl32lldbPuJcUD56TS7v0dvob6izPRwDn26lmwHSZwRBy8tFapjjJgxCtbj6bIahpRmESddvIaGiOMZkhMfEhvs-1mzRB0PZRTP9JBu2UntiMHZQUYQ> 
Looking Ahead

In the coming months Mayor Swearengin and the Department of Downtown and Community Revitalization will be doing outreach to local technology companies to form an affinity group with a very distinct agenda. The truth is that the City of Fresno is a prime market for up and coming technology companies because not only do we mirror the resources shared in the Bay area, but we offer a place where companies can grow and be a leader in their respective field- but we have yet to capitalize on those strengths.

For More, Click Here <http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1102640874635&s=1260&e=001YZgt-njjU43bSO6ogj-iXvffsJtJUoE_85uPS3X0AGhOIrdLlGhI-E-IvKPt4Lt6x_BK1oTGl8dbKHFKc-NQmnqejrl32lldbPuJcUD56TS7v0dvob6izPRwDn26lmwHSZwRBy8tFapjjJgxCtbj6bIahpRmESddvIaGiOMZkhMfEhvs-1mzRB0PZRTP9JBu2UntiMHZQUYQ> 
Looking for Tax Credits?...Check out the Municipal Restoration Zone

The City of Fresno is looking for qualified new and expanding businesses in the Municipal Restoration Zone (MRZ).  The MRZ includes all City of Fresno incorporated land located south of McKinley and west of Peach.  A business can qualify for the MRZ benefits by being new to the area, or experiencing an expansion of at least 20% in physical size or number of employees.  In addition, companies must meet other qualifications including number of full time employees and having a long term lease or ownership interest in the property. 

 

For More, Click Here <http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1102640874635&s=1260&e=001YZgt-njjU43bSO6ogj-iXvffsJtJUoE_85uPS3X0AGhOIrdLlGhI-E-IvKPt4Lt6x_BK1oTGl8dbKHFKc-NQmnqejrl32lldbPuJcUD56TS7v0dvob6izPRwDn26lmwHSZwRBy8tFapjjJgxCtbj6bIahpRmESddvIaGiOMZkhMfEhvs-1mzRB0PZRTP9JBu2UntiMHZQUYQ>
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We are on Facebook, Come Check us Out!

By becoming a fan of the Downtown  Community Revitalization Department on Facebook, you can find out about upcoming meetings and events,and how you too can get involved in revitalizing Downtown Fresno and surrounding neighborhoods, and supporting local businesses.
