December 18, 2009

Contact: Maria Machuca, UFW Communications Director, at media@ufwpress.com,

(661) 889-2758. 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:

Family of Watsonville farm worker killed in Mexico receives thousands in

death benefits from UFW just before Christmas   What: Arturo S. Rodriguez,

president of the United Farm Workers, will present the family of union

member Norberto Vasquez with a $22,350 check in death benefits as part of

the UFW¹s benefits package.   When:            11:00 A.M, Friday, December

18

Where:           United Farm Workers of America                         437

E. Alisal                         Salinas, CA  Who:              UFW

President Arturo S. Rodriguez, UFW members and leaders, mother and family of

Norberto Vasquez  

Background  SALINAS, CA ­ Despite the tragedy, the family of Norberto

Vasquez, a 21-years-old farm worker who was shot and killed while

vacationing in Oaxaca, Mexico, will be able to receive some financial relief

this Christmas. 

Vasquez was a field worker laboring under a United Farm Worker union

contract. The UFW purchased and negotiated $13,000 of Life Insurance and

Accidental Death and Dismemberment coverage for full dues paying members.

Qualifying contract members are also eligible for death benefits from the

Robert F. Kennedy Medical plan ($8,000) and the Juan de la Cruz Farm Workers

Pension Plan ($750 for every qualifying year up to 10 years).These benefits

are exclusively for UFW union contract members.

The distribution of $22,350 in death benefits to the Vasquez family has been

scheduled for Friday, Dec. 18, at 11 a.m. at the UFW office in Salinas.

Vasquez, who lived in Watsonville with his mother, Dora Perez Soto, and

younger siblings before his death, had been a union member since 2007 and

worked for Monterey Mushrooms Watsonville. He is originally from Oaxaca, but

he immigrated to the United Sates as a child.
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