Imagine this –

You are a 10 year old Latino child.  Your father is incarcerated in state prison and has never really been a part of your life.  Your mother works two jobs to support the family and as a result cannot be around a lot.  Much of your time is spent at your grandma’s house and while you love being around her, she is not able to play the games you are interested in.  Your older brother who you have always looked up to just recently joined a gang.  You want to do well in school and get in to college, but have a hard time concentrating and doing well on tests.

Who do you turn to as your role model?

Many of the children growing up in the Central Valley are not able to answer that question.  An alarming 80% of our Latino children live below 200% of the Federal Poverty Level, according to 2005 estimates by UCLA.  Sadly, only 16.5% of the Hispanic children in our region who graduated high school met college entrance requirements.

But there is hope…

Big Brothers Big Sisters of Central California aims to change what it means for our children to grow up in the Central Valley.  Their local evaluations show that 92% of children matched with a mentor improve in their academic performance.  On top of that, 69% improve in their family relationships and 93% increase their self-confidence.  

And the formula is easy.  One caring adult volunteer + one child + a couple hours a week = life-changing positive impact or as Big Brothers Big Sisters says, “Little Moments. Big Magic.”

The need for Hispanic mentors is greater than ever.  A total of 63% of the children in our program identify themselves as Hispanic, while only 47% of our mentors do the same.  

To get involved in the program, whether as a mentor, donor or Little Brother or Sister, call toll free at (877) 343-7812 or visit www.bigs.org.

Through the Big Brothers Big Sisters program, our community can help its children reach their full potential.  We urge you to get involved.

